far-away corners of the World, and has insistently, persistently tried to educate me to the Þ ner things in life for longer than most of you have been on the planet. So, my heartfelt thanks to the members of the MSA for this special mineralogic recognition-you are many, and you know who you are...I'll try to do a little better next time! With regard to doing better, I Þ nish by admonishing all of us engaged in the mineralogical sciences-particularly MSA members-to consider our future research directions more expansively. We must be interdisciplinary pioneers and collaborators. The new magazine, Elements, is a wonderful step in the right direction. Clearly, many among us are actively pursuing research Þ elds such as mineral physics and condensed matter physics. So too, for example, are those engaged in studying outside-the-box topics such as mineralogy and public health, Earth materials and the biosphere, and mineralogy and global change. We have much to contribute to the scientiÞ c investigation of these nontraditional problems; scientists and engineers in other disciplines can beneÞ t substantially from mineralogical input, but only if we provide it. Our own future will be greatly enhanced by such collaborations, and we mineralogists could stand a little enhancement!
